235 Lb 2.4%; arty 491 


Wy, ” . z FY ; . i : << A 45; 9 
C!L&8 034633 £23 © 27201 Ys "1280 © 
— : 4 - 


"0h '*S Ml 


S- P o 
>, '% 


re $6 _ ou eg of d YVARNANN 


Againſt a late PETIT 10N tending. he 
| ope and deſign thereof ) to the Oy en 


4 6 of the Ordinances and Truth of Cuz or - Eu 'J 
in this Church, -4u;: 4: 02... 


| +  Offober 5. 1659, 


T, canoor but adly af ll render heand Chats 
Rians , and lovers of che incereſts of Chrift,. 

che Lord having for diver ears et 
ma 


WT VG EO Ion OY le ns et ao 
& * 
« 
4 
Ly 


without "pon 
Ven forne have rife; Teak qu." who have 
Mothers face in the day of rebuke, and chin, ws == 
af CR gu nes (in joy ere roms TIES » Ya 

ings ( it ighteous diſpenſation INE: ©5088 
bred us no ſmall ET ief of heart in our ſtations Hetlapas ASE | = 


* YC a5 
» re 
r , 


their 
Vineyard, _ to overturn all 
a liberty may be imed, and 
pleaſe corun wi 


«OP. Sotirnaton Ie, 72., 5 1/ 


> ® 
"y ©. 
4 G 
® as 
» 
% - 4 
m 
. 5 
<- 


[FEE 7 . 
Fa "> Do 


- cnc rornends mpnarye yon: unell (i were prevertic nor) the Lord's Plate 


tation beturtied into an howling wi the way be pre- 
pared for Antichriſt ( who is not aſl:ep, in theſe cimes , and whoſe hand 
is, not without cauſe, ſuſp:Red by: rhe ſober -gadly in theſe a&ings ) + to 
make a prey of us , Or the minds of people be fo plagued with Atheiſm, 
by reaſon oftheir own. and others reeling in the marters of God, that they 


will proye as capable of an impreſſioa of Heatheniſme as of Chriſti- 


anity. _ | 

Of held petyicious practices, we have of late met wich a ſad inftance, 

( which calls us forth co give our Teſtimony ar chis —| in that ſome, 
-upon deſigns beſt known to theinſelves, have proj » and (as we 
have the charity co-believe) enſnared ochers to joyn with them . in a- Peti- 

* #ion, for making yoid and aboliſhing all Civil SanRions eſtabliſhing the 
DoRrine, Diſcipline and Goyernment of this Church ; (the fruits of the 
many prayers and ſad ſufferings of theGodly in this and former ages) chat 
fo they may enjoy a vaſt Toletation and encouragement in imbracing. 


vileſt errours, which they are pleaſed to ſet off under the ſpecious names - 


of juſt Liberties and Gofpel-priviledges, This unnatural ice, proceeds 
ing from among our ſelyes, and from ſome of theſe who once pretended 
to ſpeak of a great bleſſedneſſe in building up what now they would 
deſtroy, and in enjoying what now they abominate ;. though we believe 
it will-not fignifle much, upon the account of thoſe who proſecute it; with 
diſcerning men who know them, and whom. they grieve in-this matter z 
And in that reſpeR we could very eafily have paſſed ic as amatter of little 
-moment 2 Yet we could not buc tremble to fiade ſuch-a Spirit among us. 
And as we are called of God to ſtand in the gap, in our Ration, where= 
ever any hazard to Truth and Religion appears in this-Church s So we 


held our ſelves more nearly concerned in this bufineſle, ſcing it is aſſerted 


tobe the Peticion of ſome within our bounds and charge. And though 
we have hitherto contented our ſelves with bearing teſtimony againſt 
their way in- our ordinary Miniftrie, if peradventure God might be 
pleaſed” to reclame them from the errour of their way. ; Yet being in- 
formed of: the uncefſant aQtivity- of ſome of them to have their defign 
effeRuated, we could not ſatisfie our ſelyes, as having ſufficiently exoner- 
ed our ſelves to their conſciences, or done our duty to theſe of our re 
ſpeQive charges, wirhour the ſuperadding of this joint Teſtimony, 

' If. we ſhould infiſt ro deſcant upon the Title and Subſcribers of that 
Petition, we might ſay-many things, which neicher would be pleaſant to 
them to hear, nor haye we any delight torake into,» While they defigne 
themlelves well affetted perſons, if they mean in reference to piety and Re» 
tigion, ic would be but lictle pleaſing if we ſhould give the true cha- 
rafters of ſundry of them who are known to us, and within our bounds, 


whar ſome of chem haye been in all che curnings of theſe lace times, and. - 
whatthey-yaare 3 This: will (we cruſt )- make our pains needlefie as. . 
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yet in many caſes plead for a Toleration, and moſt unjuſt in- it ſelf, thac 
thoſe who profeſſe the Truth, ſhould not only extend piry ro ſpare de- 
luded men , but encourage and maintain them - in their - pernicious 
Wa Yes. 

We cannot but be confident, that , through the blefling of God,' the 
very diſcovery of the iniquity of this courſe, will break the ſnare to' all 
thoſe who are not given up to wantonneſle of mind, for not receivi 
Truth in love, and are not driving defigns to root the true Reformed Re--. 
ligion out of this Land. And indeed, if men turn not Scepticks and vel: 
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. / Iris neither ary hor-poſſbie, in this brief Teſt deſcend © | 
articularly into this Controverfie, or to condeſcend-upon t __ 
FEcations neceflary for che right ſtating thereof, or to propoundatd yin- 
dicate the arguments confirming the truth. - Theſe are extant-in; the lear- 
ned Writings of others before us, to be peruſed by all whodefire ſatizfa« 
Rion, and theſe Petirioners have ſaved us a labour, 'in popucnting their ' 
« defires in (o large terms that they ſeclude nothing that bears the nate of 
Chriſtianity, except only the names of Popery and Prelacy': Nor will ic 
o ſuffice chem that any ſhould plead for a permiſſion or-for to 
'» them, unleſſethey beencouraged-and countenanced allo. Therefore we 
ſhall only give a brief hint of our pncins and grounds in this Truth of 
God , for the eſtabliſhing of the ſouls of his people. qr 2 © 
We are not ignotant what an odium js caft upon us and the Govern- 
ment of Chriſt eſtabliſhed in this Church, as if it were full of rigidity, 
" andtyrannically executed by us againſt all whodiflent from us. But as 
{ we have been very ſparing to cenlure any who have made defeRion from 
the DoArine and Governmeget of this Church ; So the world, and the 
conſciences of theſe who at any time have been cenſured , will. bear © 
witneſle for us, that theſe Cenſures have been drawn forth with all meek- 
nefſe and long- ſuffering , after the uſe of all previous meansenjoyned us 
by Chriſt, And as to our principles , we profefſe we are very far from "I 
; thatrigour which ſome would charge upon.us, as if we held that every 
/ leſler difference ſhould bring men preſently under the laſh either of Ciyil 1 
or Ecflefiaſtick Cenſure, and that no differenceof opinion can'be ſuffered 
by us. We are clear that in many things. of common praRice in a : 
Church, there may be an agreement y Accommodation, though diffe- F-. 
rence of judgment remain about the things themſelves, We ackhow- J- 
ledge alio that mens.opinions do not fall underthis Queſtion, ſo long as 
/ they donor ſpread and divulgethemto infeQ others , nor endeavour to 
propagate them by ſchiſmacical and ſcandalous wayes: We tre alſo 
convinced , that all matters of difference ate -not of alike weight and 
importance , ſo that men muſt cither renounce their opinions , or elſe 
.incur Cenſure , or bedenied proteRion : We dSreadily yeeld' thac ( as 
we all propheſie but in part, ſo) men in a Church may compoſe de= * 
bates , by putting an end to congentions, though they be nor all of one 
judgment; and herein we _ the Apale hath ſer:the rule before us, 
x.Cor, 11.16, We "=; alſo, that as ſevereſt Cenſures and Puniſhimencs 
Y Wow ta-be inflited for every offence ; So a great difference is to be 
t betwixt aRive Seducers , and them who in fimplicity are miſled. 
ut ( judging it needlefle, in dealing wich theſe Petitioners, to dip any 
further in this bufinefſe ) this, we hold ro be” agrecable rothe Word of 
God , That Chriſtian Magiſtrates and Church-judjcatories, oughtto 'be 
ſo far from conniving at, or Lc. that they i, de nary re- 
ſpeRtive places, and with that prudence and meeknefle that bece —_— 
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